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Survey Purpose 
 

The purpose of the Graduation Survey for Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 

is to gather institutional opinion data with respect to student learning, student goals 

and general aspects of college life from the most important student population at Gulf 
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general education and other aspects of intellectual growth and college life. 

 

Survey Error 

 

Of our 1,506 graduates from summer 2006, fall 2006 and spring 2007, 289 graduates 

participated in the graduate survey.  The survey results are ± 5% with a 95% confidence 

level. 

 

Survey Demographics  
 

Of the respondents to the 2007 Graduation Survey, 189 were female (65%) and 100 were 

male (35%).  The average age of survey respondents was 28.  Most survey participants 

were enrolled as full-time students. Eighty-eight percent of respondents reported 

having primarily a full-time status while attending Gulf Coast.  

 

Of the 289 respondents, 106 (37%) were University-transfer, 112 (39%) were Technical, 

and 72 (25%) were career graduates. While the percent of respondents by degree type is 

disproportionate to the actual 2007 graduating class (19% career, 32% technical, and 

49% academic), a number of career and technical graduates consider their degree from 

Gulf Coast a terminal degree, and thus more likely to respond to the exit survey for 

graduates. 

  



College Life 
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College Competencies 

Graduates rated the contribution of educational activities at Gulf Coast in five 

competency areas.  These competencies were identified by college faculty as key 

components of the general education of all graduates of Mississippi Gulf Coast 

Community College.  Graduates used a likert scale of one to four, where one 

represented Ɂno growthɂ and four represented Ɂvery muchɂ growth.  Survey results are 

shown in the table below. 

 

Ratings of College Competencies 

College Competency N Rating out of 4.0 

Written Communication 234 3.5/4.0 

Oral Communication 232 3.7/4.0 

Mathematical Problem Solving 234 3.5/4.0 

Critical Thinking 234 3.6/4.0 

Application of Technology 231 3.6/4.0 

Primary Reason to attend Gulf Coast 

Reason N PCT 

Availability of technical and career programs 73 25% 

Convenience of location 53 18% 

Cost of attendance 50 17% 

Flexible format of classes 46 16% 

Quality of Instruction 44 15% 

Wanted to be with friends 17 6% 

Other 7 3% 



Graduates rated oral communications the highest among areas of personal growth and 

63% of survey respondents rated all college competencies the highest rating of 4.0. 

 

Other Areas of Growth 

Using the same likert scale ratings, graduates were asked to rate other learning 

experiences at Gulf Coast.  In general, graduates gave the highest ratings of growth in 

the areas of working independently and working with others. 

 

Other Areas of Growth 

Learning Aspect N Rating out of 4.0 

Working cooperatively in a group 236 3.6/4.0 

Working independently 233 3.7/4.0 

Heightening sense of cultural awareness 232 3.5/4.0 

Following complex directions 233 3.6/4.0 

Increasing reading speed 232 3.5/4.0 

Citizenship 230 3.5/4.0 

 

 

 


