Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Developmental Education Report of Success in Subsequent Coursework
Fall 2007 —Spring 2008

Executive Summary

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College offers remediation of basic skills in math, English and
reading. Approximately 36% of students in the graduation class of 2008 enrolled in at least one
developmental course during their coursework with Gulf Coast. In fall 2007, 17% of students
attending Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College enrolled in at least one developmental
course.

In spring 2008, the pass rate of students successfully completing the developmental course in
preparation for college algebra was 67.5%. College algebra students who were considered non-
developmental had a pass rate of 66.7%. In freshman English composition, developmental
students had a pass rate of 55.3% and non-developmental English students had a pass rate of
60.5%.

Mathematics

In Table 1, the percent of grade distribution of developmental students taking college algebra
during spring 2008 is shown. The “developmental” student cohort is defined as students
successfully completing intermediate Algebra (MAT 1233) with a course grade of A, B or Cin fall
2007 and subsequently enrolled in College Algebradurings pr i ng 2ner 8 . The
devel opmental” student cohort is defined as
course prerequisites based onlyon ACT algebra, Asset intermediate, Asset college algebra, or

Compass algebra scores.

TABLE 1GradeDistributions of Students in College Algebra

Student Type A B C D F w
Developmental N=240 22% 23% 22% 8% 9% 15%
Non-Developmental N=486 32% 20% 15% 6% 6% 20%

In spring 2008, the pass rate for a developmental studentvhere pass rate is defined as the
total percent of As, Bs and Cs in college algebra was 67.5%. The percent pass rate for a strictly
nondevelopmental studerty the same definition is 66.7%. The percent grade distributions
for college algebra for the two groups are given in Figure 1.
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EnglishComposition

Using a similar methodology, students successfully completing developmental English (ENG
1103) in fall 2007 were tracked for success completion of freshman English composition (ENG
1113) in spring 2008. Non-developmental students were defined as students taking English
Composition | with required prerequisite scores from ACT English, Asset Writing or Compass
Writing placement tools. The comparative grade distribution for English Composition | taught
in the spring 2008 semester for the two cohorts is giving in Table 2.

TABLE 2Grade Distribution of Students in English Composition |

Student Type A B C D F w
Developmental N =171 7% 21% 27% 16% 14% 14%
Non-Developmental N = 879 19% 26% 15% 6% 8% 26%

The pass rate for a developmental studenvhere pass rate is defined as the total percent of As,
Bs and Cs in English Composition | is 55.3%. The percent pass rate for a strictly non
developmentaknglish student by the same definition is 60.5%. The percent grade
distributions in English Composition | for the two groups are given in Figure 2.
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Findings

The pass rate in College Algebra for developmental students was 67.5%, and the non-
developmental student pass rate was 66.7%.

The pass rate in English Composition | for developmental students was 55.3%, and the non-
developmental student pass rate was 60.5%.

Developmental students are less likely to withdraw from subsequent coursework than non-
developmental students.



